BASIC  &  BEYOND  SIG Notes-20091021
By Ben Thompson

Welcome to the Re-start of the Basic & Beyond SIG. We will be using material developed by Rollie Baumann. I volunteered to be the Facilitator for a period of three months. Oct, Nov, & Dec.
Just a capsule of my background:


BSEE from University of Dayton

Career in Aerospace Electronics, Technical Instructor, Field Engineer, Sr. Systems Engineer, Management 

30 years of experience with Personal Computers

Built PC’s for our Children then for our Grandchildren

Facilitator for the Quicken SIG for the past four years
The goal of the SIG is to better understand the System Operation


How to maintain a secure system


How to protect it from viruses


How to resolve problems


How to keep it running
Someone asked which SIG they should take first, Beginners or Basic & Beyond. My answer is “Both”. Beginners is Applications oriented to develop skills for producing a work product, Letters, Email, Photos, etc

Basic & Beyond is System oriented to keep your PC running smoothly and safely.

Tonight we will dissemble a PC.


Familiarization with components


Familiarization with terms

The topic for November 18 will be The Control Panel, “The Engine Room of the PC”.

On December 16 we will investigate the “Explore” features, learn how the system functions, address adding and removing programs, Backing up Data and Restoring Data

Common Acronyms

AT - Advanced Technology

ATX - Advanced Technology Extended

BIOS - Basic Input Output System

CD - Compact Disk


CDR - Compact Disk Recorder


CDRW - Compact Disk Re-Writer


CD-ROM - Compact Disk - Read Only Memory

CPU - Central Processing Unit

DDR - Double Data Rate


DIMM - Dual Inline Memory Module


DVD - Digital Versatile Disc


DVD-RAM - Digital Versatile Disk - Random Access Memory

EPROM - Erasable Programmable Read-Only Memory

FDD - Floppy Disk Drive

GB – Gigabytes

HDD - Hard Disk Drive

IC - Integrated Circuit


IDE - Integrated Drive Electronics

LAN - Local Area Network


LCD - Liquid Crystal Display


LED - Light Emitting Diode

MB - MotherBoard or Megabyte


MBps - Megabytes Per Second

MHz – MegaHertz

OEM - Original Equipment Manufacturer

PC - Personal Computer


PCB - Printed Circuit Board


PCI - Peripheral Component Interconnect


PnP - Plug ‘n Play

POST - Power On Self Test

PSU - Power Supply Unit

RAM - Random Access Memory
 
ROM - Read Only Memory

SCSI - Small Computer System Interface


SDRAM - Synchronous Dynamic Random Access Memory

SODIMM - Small Outline Dual Inline Memory Module

TWAIN - Technology Without An Important Name

USB - Universal Serial Bus

WAN - Wide Area Network

XGA - Extended Graphics Array
 
XT - Extended Technology,
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